THE BRITISH EMPIRE

policy of solicitations and friendships.    To-day the moment has come
when German world policy must be the commandment of the hour.
ERNST BASSERMANN, from a Speech delivered in
May 1915 in Cologne, after a meeting of
the National Liberals.    Bibl. I, 26, p. 71.

WE do not wish to anticipate the events of the war. But it remains
certain, and every German must desire it to be the guiding thread of
his thoughts, that England is the enemy. If we had conquered Russia
and France, the war would still go on. If we succeeded in over-
throwing Great Britain, then eo tpso France and Russia would also
be out of the reckoning. . . . But then it also follows that unless
Great Britain is overthrown a permanent peace, an assured and peace-
ful existence for the German Reich and people, are impossible.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1914.    Bibl. V, 144,
P-34-

THUS by robbery and theft, by violence and cunning, after she had
learnt to recognise and exploit the strength of her insular position,
England in her 'heroic old days' laid the foundations of her later
dominant position.

The English have never been supermen. ... In the days of dis-
coveries they discovered nothing, in the days of inventions they
invented nothing. But they understood how to plough with others'
oxen, and what distinguished them to the greatest extent from the
other European peoples was their energy of avarice.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1915.    Bibl. V, 145,
p. 13.

THE German Reich and people can only conquer its freedom and an
assured independence for the future from Great Britain, whether in
this war or in the next. The stages of the German struggle for
freedom are, seen from the world-historical viewpoint, only details
and matters of form.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1915.    Bibl., ibid.9
p. 185.

ENGLAND'S withdrawal from the policy which sought to establish
a mutual plan of procedure in world politics between Germany and
Britain dates from the time when Britain recognised that Germany
would not allow herself to be employed against Russia. In Germany
to-day, voices may be heard proclaiming that von Billow chose
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